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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

July 13, 2021 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, LaForest, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, 

Sapienza:; Councilors Sweeney and Wilkinson were absent.  

   

A moment of silence was held. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for 

approval of the minutes for the June 22, 2021. On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by 

Councilor Blackmer, the minutes were approved. 

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors. Trevor Gilman, 45 Meade Avenue, spoke of the 

ordinance change for wording for membership. He stated that what was published was not in 

alignment with what had been presented at the meeting. Robert Smith, 163 North Street, 

addressed paper 11,980, an increase to the Mayor’s salary. He agreed that the Mayor should be 

paid well to attract qualified candidates, yet he stated that a salary increase cannot guarantee the 

best person will run. 

 

6,150-1 An ordinance to amend the Airport Commission Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

  Article Section 2-108. In City Council Jun 8, 2021, it was VOTED to pass to a  

  second read and publish as required by law. 

 

Councilor Blackmer, with a second from Councilor Lamb, made a motion to accept the 

amendment. President LaForest read the published copy for clarification. After discussion,  

Councilor Blackmer rescinded her motion. Councilor Bona made a motion to republish the 

amendment correctly and postpone the paper until the next meeting. The motion was seconded 

by Councilor Harpin. The motion passed unanimously by yay and nay vote.  
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11,862  Communication from Councilor Bona regarding the North Adams Youth  

  Council.  In City Council on June 22, 2021, it was VOTED to postpone to the 

  Meeting of July 13, 2021. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Blackmer, seconded by Councilor Bona,, it was VOTED:  to 

postpone to July 27, 2021.  

 

11,958-1 An ordinance amending Section 12.3, 12.4, 13 and Appendix A of Chapter Z of 

  the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams. In City Council on June 22,  

  2021, it was voted to publish as a municipal bulletin and pass to a 2nd reading as 

  required by law, with a return to Council on July 13, 2021. 

 

Councilor Lamb made a motion to accept the amendment; it was seconded by Councilor 

Blackmer. After discussion, the motion was rescinded to secure the written opinion of the 

solicitor. On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED: 

to pass to the meeting of July 27, pending written opinion of the solicitor. 

 

11,969-1 Mayor’s communication #43 regarding the FY 21 budget closeout: account-to- 

  account transfers. 

 

Without objection, the President moved to file the communication. 

 

11,969-1 An order to finalize the FY 21 budget closeout: account-to-account transfers 

 

Councilor Blackmer moved to adopt the order, seconded by Councilor Bona. The Mayor 

explained the details of the closeout. City Auditor Fiero provided additional clarification. It was 

VOTED: to adopt the order by yay and nay vote. The amendment passed unanimously. 

 

11,982  Mayor’s communication #44 to change the starting salary of the youth services 

  librarian. 

 

Without objection, the President moved to file the communication. 

 

11,982  An order to change the salary for the youth services librarian from Step 1/S13 

  to Step 5 at $40,399. 

 

Councilor Harpin moved to send the order to the Finance Committee; it was seconded by 

Councilor Lamb. Discussion ensued regarding a need to assess the existing classification and 

compensation plans, including a salary study, for future hiring. It was VOTED: to refer to the 

Finance Committee with a return date of July 27, 2021. 

 

11,978  Communication from Councilor Bona regarding voting vs abstaining during 

  City Council meetings.   

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication and asked for discussion or comments. 

Councilor Bona stated that the communication is self-explanatory. 
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11,979  Communication from Councilor Bona regarding the rule(s) to approve committee 

  minutes. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication and asked for discussion or comments. 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED: to send the 

communication to General Government for further discussion, with a return date of the second 

meeting of August 2021. 

 

11, 980 Communication from Councilor Harpin to review and discuss the importance of  

             raising the Mayor’s salary. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED: to forward to 

the Finance Committee for discussion, with a return date of the second meeting of August 2021.  

 

The President called for anyone wishing to speak during Open Forum. 

 

Trevor Gilman, 45 Meade Avenue, stated he was ready to attend a Finance Committee meeting 

to discuss airport finances, at the convenience of the Councilors. 

 

Joseph Smith, 140 Pleasant Street, stated that it would be a worthy goal for the Council to 

provide live streaming of the meetings, beyond cable television. 

 

The President called for Mayor’s concerns. In the absence of the Mayor, the President called for 

committee reports and minutes. Councilor Bona stated that the Public Services Committee had 

discussed extending public water/sewer lines to the homes on Woodlawn Avenue. The City will 

run water to meet the homes, and the residents will take care of individual connections. 

 

Councilor Lamb stated that the Community Development Committee met regarding short term 

rentals and accessory dwelling units; and ordinance and minutes are forthcoming. 

 

The President called for liaison updates and councilor concerns. Councilor Sapienza stated that 

the Public Arts Commission master plan draft is still available to review on the City’s website. 

Public comments are welcome. Councilor Harpin inquired about a report/review from the 

diversity training previously held. Councilor Lamb stated that the IDEA working group was 

creating a document that would be useful to the City.    

 

Seeing that there was no correspondence to address, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm on 

the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Blackmer 

 

A True Record 

Attest,                                                         s/Cathleen M. King 

                                                                         City Clerk 

 

 

 

 


